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anus: where worm ma-
nure (castings) are ex-
pelled. 

posterior: 
tail of worm 

intestine: digests and 
absorbs nutrients from 
food. 

gizzard: uses 
sand from soil to 
grind up food. 

crop: stores food 

esophagus: connects 
pharynx with the crop. 

cerebral ganglion: 
nerve bundle that 
serves as the brain. 

mouth: entrance to 
the digestive tract 

pharynx: pushes 
food down into the 
digestive system. 

clitellum: used 
in reproduction; 
makes mucus to 
form an egg-
carrying cocoon.  
Only found on 
adult worms. 

5 “hearts” (aortic 
arches): regulates 
blood flow and pro-
duces a pulse. 

anterior: head of worm 

bristles (setae): tiny 
hairs that help the earth-
worm to move and sense 
the environment.  

segments: small rings that 
surround the worm’s body. 

ventral blood vessels: carry 
blood to the  back of the worm’s 
body. 

dorsal blood vessels: carry 
blood to the front of the worm’s 
body. 


